Assessment of unidimensionality of physical functioning in patients receiving therapy in acute, orthopedic outpatient centers.
Physical functioning is a common construct of interest for patients receiving rehabilitation. This report describes the assessment of hierarchial structure, unidimensionality and reproducibility of item calibrations along the continuum of physical functioning defined by the PF-10 of the MOS SF-36. Three new questions specific to patients with upper extremity impairments were added, and item calibrations were compared across several groups of patients with different musculoskeletal impairments. Reproducibility of item calibrations over testing times was supported. Item order was dependent on impairment in a clinically logical pattern. Construct validity of the physical functioning scale was supported and improved with the new questions for patients with upper extremity impairments as well as for patients with some lower level extremity impairments.